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After a month it turns out that his experiment has been fully
successful, although his stomach is slightly disturbed by this
severe regimen. The second ordeal that little Arkadyi im-
poses on himself consists in saving half his pocket money. In
two years he has accumulated twenty rubles. This antlike
stubbornness promises well for the future of the boy.
Unfortunately, man is not merely a directed will. Just as
Raskolnikov during his rise to the status of superman realizes
of a sudden that he is "vermin like the others," so Arkadyi is
made to stumble over humble feelings. The "grand idea"* of
Raskolnikov or the adolescent is not defeated by another
idea, but by life.
Arkadyi's first check arises from his meeting with Ry-
nochka, an abandoned child discovered at the door of Nicho-
las Semyonovich, in whose house Arkadyi lives. The child is
about to be sent to a foundling home, when Dolgoniky takes
a hand in the situation, pays the nurse, and declares himself
ready to defray all other expenses. But soon Rynochka dies.
Half of Arkadyi's capital is lost in this venture.
This first eclipse of the "idea" is followed by other, less
honorable eclipses. "Why shouldn't I have some fun and
amuse myself? Life is long and the idea will always stay with
me, I cannot drop it. Thus all I have to do is to forget it for
a quarter of an hour." And the "idea" waits, while the hero
spends the money he has earned on stupid entertainment,
betting, gambling, clothes, horses. He plunges into intrigues,
associates with scoundrels, and finally accepts the bank-
ruptcy of the dream that once intoxicated him in the solitude
of his underground. The future Rothschild gives up being a
superman. His renunciation is less moving than Raskolni-
kov's, because he has not paid for it with as much suffering,
but it proceeds from an analogous moral conflict.